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Week S30: 
The AWEX EMI closed the week at 1576c down 33c at auction sales in Australia this week. The original roster 
was advertised at 59,800 bales being offered for the week, however as the news of last week’s fall in the 
market circulated, 12% of the offering was withdrawn before the market opened and another 16% of the 
remaining offering was passed in. This resulted in 44,273 bales (74%) being cleared to the trade and the free 
market working 
effectively.  
After last week’s volatile 
opening, and the 
disjointed selling 
arrangements, there was a 
new price level quickly 
established and the 
trading range for the final 
two days of selling was 
more stable. Quotes for 
Northern Region looked 
disastrous on the Weekly 
report as the Norther 
Market indicator (which 
finished selling on 
Wednesday last week) was 
a day behind the Southern 
Market Indicator which 
sold on Thursday and had expressed the large losses. As the market opened the NMI fell 61c and the SMI only 
lost 17c, however the end result were very well aligned MPG’s at the end of the week, but as we quote the 
Northern Market in our weekly report it looks worse than it actually is. 
 
Merino Fleece saw good support for the 16-18µ which added up to 8c for the week however the fleece lots 
from 18.5-21µ fell up to 35c which was in line with expectations.  
Merino Skirtings were not suffering as badly as the fleece however there was still a negative movement.  
Crossbreds were generally 20-50c cheaper however this market sector is difficult to give a general quote as 
buyers struggle with the poor quality and poor preparation of the sector. Exporters are taking a cautious 
approach on wools from composite sheep as well as unskirted and unclassed crossbreds. Crossbred cardings 
are still difficult to get excited about especially XB lambs over 25µ.  
Merino Cardings were the only positive news this week adding 22c in Sydney, 42c in Melbourne and 25c in 
Fremantle. The Merino Carding indicator has increased over 100c from the pre-Christmas levels whilst the 
merino fleece from 18 and coarser have settled back within 20c of the closing quotes in December and the 
17µ and finer are up 70-80c. 

 

Region Centre 23/01/2020 16/01/2020 Variance 
Bales 

Offered 
Bales 
Sold 

Pass-
in% 

Next Sale 
Offering 

Northern Sydney 1,617 1,678 -61 14,105 11,973 15.1% 9,700 

Southern Melbourne 1,549 1,566 -17 26,847 22,760 15.2% 21,538 

Western Fremantle 1,685 1,687 -2 11,714 9,540 18.6% 9,442 

National AWEX EMI 1,576 1,609 -33 52,666 44,273 15.9% 40,680 
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There are some increasing 
concerns over the outbreak of 
the Coronavirus in China over 
their Chinese New Year 
period. The origin of the 
outbreak is Wuhan, which has 
had a travel lockdown 
introduced late this week for 
the 18m residence of the 
affected city. Reflecting to the 
impact of the SARS outbreak 
in 2002-03 which infected 
8000 and killed 774 people. So 
far the Coronavirus has 
reportedly claimed 18 lives in 
China however there are 
reports of 16 infected people 
in Asia.  At this time it is 
unknown if the outbreak will affect the movement of people worldwide as SARS did 17 years ago. This will be 
something to watch as it unfolds and you can be assured that if there are any negative news relating to the 
trading of wool then you will be informed. 
 
Next week Australia offers 40,680 bales across all centres. With Chinese New Year under way this weekend, I 
expect the market will maintain something very close to this week’s levels for 18.5-30 microns. I hope you all 
enjoy the Australia Day weekend.  -  Marty Moses 

 

MPG North Percentile 23/01/2020 16/01/2020 Variance 
5 Year 

Average 
5 year 

var 
5 year % 

var 

17 66.3% 2,082 2,122 -40 1,998 84 4.2% 

18 65.9% 1,917 2,005 -88 1,885 32 1.7% 

19 74.0% 1,809 1,909 -100 1,739 70 4.0% 

20 81.4% 1,778 1,878 -100 1,644 134 8.2% 

21 82.1% 1,766 1,870 -104 1,606 160 10.0% 

22 83.5% 1,755 1,850 -95 1,571 184 11.7% 

30 66.0% 670 710 -40 702 -32 -4.5% 

EMI 84.3% 1,576 1,609 -33 1,495 81 5.4% 

Moses & Son Top Price Report 

Description District Micron VMB Yield SL SS Price 

AAA M Mangoplah   17.0 1.2 65.1 77 21 1311 

AAA M Mangoplah   17.1 0.8 64.7 78 17 1268 

AAA M Temora 17.2 1.8 61.4 83 42 1264 

AAA M Mangoplah   18.1 0.8 68.2 88 24 1260 

AAA M Narrandera 17.0 0.7 62.8 102 17 1245 
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