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Week S32: 

The AWEX EMI closed the week on 1577c, 

up 29c at auction sales in Australia this 

week. Prior to the sale a reduction in the 

offering of 14.6% had a positive impact on 

an uncertain market environment, 

primarily caused by the uncertainty 

surrounding the Coronavirus outbreak in 

China. The lower volumes on offer and the 

positive market reaction also resulted in a 

reduction in the pass in rate to a more 

moderate 14.8% (half of last weeks’ rate). 

Merino fleece was expected to weaken or 

maintain last week price levels at best this 

week, however some increased and 

somewhat unexpected competition emerged especially on the average style low yielding wools. This new competition forcing the 

price up.  

 

Merino Fleece: Sydney saw rises in the Fleece category of 30-58c whilst Melbourne increases between 27c to 74c in an attempt to 

rectify the price disparity between the two centres. The best style, fine and superfine Non Mulesed wools were keenly sought after 

as well as the 20-22µ fleece wools which are becoming very rare courtesy of the ongoing drought.  

Merino Skirtings were also keenly sought with rises of 40-60 for the week.  

Merino Cardings enjoyed the more positive market environment and after last week’s price check the MC continued to forge ahead 

with rises between 4 and 21c. 

Crossbreds were a mixed bag, with most of the MPG’s recording rises of 4-17c, and the exception was the 4c fall in Melbourne’s 26 

MPG. Low yielding crossbreds also found it hard to find a price relative to the standard specifications for China and European 

markets.   

 

Statistics: The monthly comparisons of Total bales sampled for January 2020 compared with the same period last season was down 

by 4.5%, whilst the progressive comparison of total bales sampled for July 2019 to January 2020 compared with the same period last 

season is down by 5.3%. AWTA Ltd has tested 178.6 Mkg this season compared with 188.0 Mkg for the equivalent period last 

season. The season EMI compared to the same time last is -367c or down 18.9% however the EMI this week was still 5.5% above the 

5 year average as are most MPG’s. 
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MPG North Percentile 6/02/2020 30/01/2020 Variance 
5 Year 

Average 
5 year var 5 year % var 

17 66.0% 2,080 2,038 42 1,998 82 4.1% 

18 67.0% 1,943 1,893 50 1,885 58 3.1% 

19 74.9% 1,834 1,795 39 1,739 95 5.4% 

20 82.2% 1,800 1,753 47 1,644 156 9.5% 

21 83.1% 1,789 1,731 58 1,606 183 11.4% 

22 83.6% 1,760 1,720 40 1,571 189 12.1% 

30 60.0% 650 630 20 702 -52 -7.4% 

EMI 83.7% 1,577 1,548 29 1,495 82 5.5% 

 

Comment: Some Brokers have taken the initiative of Extending their Payment Prompt to Exporters by 1 week and we have had a 

very positive response from the exporters for the initiative. It is worth noting that not all brokers have adopted the same strategy at 

this stage. The other positive comment from a major exporter and processor is the way that the Brokers and their wool producing 

clients have managed wool onto the market and withdrawn, passed in or withheld from sale has preserved the price of wool in an 

extremely difficult time for world markets. 

  
Next week Australia is offering increases up to 42,392 bales across all centres in Australia. This may place some pressure on sectors 
of the market already under stress. Sales commence in Melbourne on Tuesday and Wednesday for Fremantle and Sydney.   -  Marty 
Moses 

 

 

Update for Coronavirus 

The number of confirmed infections of the novel coronavirus on the Chinese mainland climbed to 28,018 as of Wednesday at 

midnight, including 563 deaths, according to the National Health Commission. The number of suspected infections now totals 

24,702, with 5,328 new ones registered on Wednesday. While 3,859 patients remain in serious condition, a total of 1,153 people 

have been cured and released from hospitals as of Wednesday at midnight, the commission said.Medical observation continues on 

64,127 people.  

Please contact your Moses & Son WTO for more information. 
 

Moses & Son Top Price Report 

Description District Micron VMB Yield SL SS Price 

AAA M LMS Tallimba 17.3 0.5 60 68 38 1141 

AAA M Yalgogrin 19 0.7 55.9 95 48 1016 

AAA M Temora 19.2 0.2 56.9 92 27 994 

PCS Tallimba 16.6 1.9 49.8 59 31 969 

AAA M LMS Tallimba 16.9 0.8 50.3 68 34 941 

 

Region Centre 6/01/2020 30/01/2020 Variance 
Bales 

Offered 
Bales 
Sold 

Pass-
in% 

Next Sale 
Offering 

Northern Sydney 1,612 1,578 34 9,129 8,007 12.3% 8,054 

Southern Melbourne 1,555 1,529 26 14,027 11,945 14.8% 24,164 

Western Fremantle 1,709 1,683 26 7,406 6,075 18.0% 10,714 

National AWEX EMI 1,577 1,548 29 13,562 26,027 14.8% 42,932 
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