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Week S23: 
The AWEX EMI closed on 1144c - 
down 6c at auction sales in 
Australia this week. 36,507 bales 
went under the hammer after 
7.5% of the rostered offering was 
withdrawn pre-sale. The clearance 
was ~90% with the highest pass in 
rates emerging from the ailing 
Crossbred sector. Buyers were 
evenly spread between indent and 
trading export companies as we 
enter into the last opportunities 
for sales with only two more 
weeks and the window for pre-
Christmas shipment closed this 
week. The EMI fell 17c on Tuesday 
however recovered 11c on 
Wednesday. The EMI in USc was 
down 2c for the week as the AUD increased to 73.8c throughout the sale days. 
 
Merino Fleece: Tuesday saw a firm opening especially on the shorter fleece types destined for Chinese domestic 
Knitwear sector. As the day progressed, all merino MPG’s gave up their early price position to the tune of 30c for 16-
17.5µ and 15-20c for the 18-21µ fleece. Wednesday saw the indent buyers and traders enter the room with new orders 
received overnight predominantly from China and the 16-17µ improved 12-13c whilst the 17.5-21µ added 15-22c. The 
19 and coarser MPG’s adding 1-6c for the week.      
Merino Skirtings: Once again the Skirting sector mimicked the fleece with the exception of the shorter end of the 
combing skirtings 65-75mm which added up to 40c for the week. Competition for the lots containing heavy burr was 
irregular however most skirting types seemed to have a good week. 
Crossbred: Crossbred combing types from 28-30µ seemed to wax and wane for price whilst the poorer style or 
unskirted lots were distinctly cheaper. 26-27.5µ lots lost 45c for the week and the 32 MPG fell 22c. Buyers are reporting 
an increase in the kemp in fleece and skirting potentially a result of the recent increase move into the composite XB 
breeds. Some of these coarser composite wool clips are struggling to meet the shearing cost with their wool proceeds. 
Merino Cardings: Had a mixed week closing firm to slightly cheaper on Tuesday with the exception of the Southern 
Region MC which suffered a 16c loss. A small recovery was posted on Wednesday. Crossbred oddments coarser than 
28µ continue to attract only limited competition whilst the FX and CBK LMS are still travelling OK for price and demand.   
 

 
 
 

MPG North Percentile 2/12/2020 25/11/2020 Variance 
5 Year 

Average 
5 year 

var 
5 year % var 

17 62.5% 1,826 1,844 -18 2,109 -283 -13.4% 

18 54.0% 1,554 1,560 -6 1,981 -427 -21.6% 

19 40.0% 1,382 1,377 5 1,827 -445 -24.4% 

20 30.3% 1,240 1,234 6 1,731 -491 -28.4% 

21 22.6% 1,178 1,178 0 1,693 -515 -30.4% 

22 17.5% 1,140 1,155 -15 1,657 -517 -31.2% 

30 0.5% 380 380 0 683 -303 -44.4% 

EMI 42.5% 1,144 1,150 -6 1,562 -418 -26.7% 
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Thankfully daily auction room lot 
limits have been restored to pre-
COVID levels, resulting in the 
national offering for the second last 
sale before the annual Christmas 
recess increasing slightly to 41,827 

bales. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The IWTO Round Table series were conducted this week via teleconference and whilst there is much background 
information on different aspects of the Wool pipeline, the key message that I gleaned is that it is not all doom and 
gloom: 

• China have demand for Australian wool for their domestic consumption. 
• New Domestic online markets for woollen product are attributed to the online platforms ability to convey 

Wool’s Clean Green Natural Ethical Sustainable story.  
• China’s export of processed Woollen goods to Japan and Korea has commenced but remains slow whilst 

Europe, Britain and USA remains severely impacted by COVID-19. However some sales of Woollen product is 
expected in Europe as their Winter is expected to be extremely cold. 

• Chinese Top-makers strategy is to buy when the market is low and stop buying when it rises (to quickly) 
sighting the daily price volatility being the result of reduced confidence in their traditional markets.  

• A comment from one Chinese delegate was despite the current situation improving slightly that the current 
market environment may persist for 12-18 months. 
 

~ Marty Moses 
  

Region Centre 2/12/2020 25/11/2020 Variance 
Bales 

Offered 
Bales 
Sold 

Pass-in% 
Next Sale 
Offering 

Northern Sydney 1,208 1,209 -1 8,920 8,054 9.7% 10,301 

Southern Melbourne 1,104 1,113 -9 20,379 18,256 10.4% 24,408 

Western Fremantle 1,198 1,200 -2 6,687 6,013 10.1% 7,118 

National AWEX EMI 1,144 1,150 -6 36,507 32,796 10.2% 41,827 
 

 

Moses & Son Top Price Report 

Description District Micron VMB Yield SL SS Price 

AAA M Yerong Creek 17.5 0.3 67.1 73 43 1118 

AAA M Grenfell 17.1 0.7 60.3 80 23 1035 

AAA M LMS Stockinbingal 18.0 0.5 67.1 58 38 998 

AAA M Condobolin 18.1 4.5 65.8 65 41 990 

AAA M LMS Stockinbingal 18.0 0.8 65.5 55 50 960 
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